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CAN YOUR CABIN COVER
ITS COSTS?

RENTAL INCOME TIPS FOR
CABIN OWNERS
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A shift in rules by 2026 makes it simpler to
put up compact homes under 70 square
meters. Homeowners now face a practical
chance - thoughtfully planned cabins might
earn steady returns, boosting what the land is
worth. Yet space stays limited, so design
matters more.

Finding a place to stay in New Zealand?

More people want options that fit changing plans.
Short stays, longer leases - flexibility matters now
more than ever. This guide breaks down what's
possible. It shows how to gauge real outcomes
without guesswork.
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Airbnb Compared
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Airbnb / Short-Stay

Pros:

» Higher potential
income per night

o Flexibility to use the
cabin yourself

e Appeal to tourists or
short-term visitors

Cons:

e More hands-on
mMmanagement
(cleaning, bookings)

e Seasonal variability

e Requires excellent
presentation and
guest experience

if‘.

Long-Term Rental

Pros: Cons:

o Stable, predictable « Folks usually take
income home less each

e Less day-to-day month compared to
management what they'd make on

e Lower turnover and Airbnb
cleaning needs o Flexibility takes a

backseat when it
comes to individual
needs

Beware of how you live, where you are, plus if
handling reservations feels right. Before deciding,

think these through.
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What Influences
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Several practical factors shape
what you can earn:

e Beside the shore, a short walk from
seaside paths. Near villages where daily
life unfolds without rush. Close to spots
people travel far to see. Minutes away
from busy city hubs, yet quiet when
night falls

Inside feels roomy, yet cozy. Materials
picked show care without showing off.
Surfaces stay clean-looking even when
used daily. Gadgets work quietly in the
background. Design stays fresh but
never tries too hard

First thing most notice? How spotless
everything feels. Appearance matters
just as much, maybe more. Getting
around should not cause hassle. Steps
lead outside where air moves freely.
Space beyond doors holds chairs, quiet
moments

Pricing strategy: Seasonal adjustments,
weekday vs weekend rates

Folks nearby tend to book more when
they hear good things. Word spreads
easier if the place shows up often
online. Happy guests leave notes
others trust. These bits add up over
time

Thinking ahead carefully starts with
setting modest expectations while
including upkeep expenses. What
matters most shows up when daily
operations are part of the numbers.
Hidden efforts behind smooth running
often shape long-term outcomes.
Budgets breathe easier once oversight
tasks find their place in early
calculations.
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Indicative

Income QW

Most guesses come from common cabin
layouts and locations. Things might turn
out differently for you.

Location Cabin Type Occupancy Nightly Rate Est. Monthly Income
Bay of Plenty 1-bed 60% $150 $2,700
Waikato 1-bed 60% $140 $2,500
Auckland outskirts 2-bed 50% $200 $3,000
Rural Wairarapa 1-bed 50% $120 $1,800

Notes:

e Each night's cost multiplied by how
full the place is, then times thirty gives
a close number

e Use conservative occupancy to set
realistic expectations

e Cleaning bills eat into profits, while
utility payments do too. Property
managers take a cut, shrinking returns
further. Each expense chips away at
what's left. Over time, these add up
without notice. What remains gets
smaller each month
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Setting Up for
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Folks show up looking for something real, not just
s walls around them. Success? It hinges on attention
i ==} . 1 to detail, comfort that feels natural, moments that

it ; stick because they're genuine.

e Every spot here keeps a steady signal alive.
Electricity waits at every seat without surprise
hiccups

o Comfortable bed and linen

e Clean, well-fitted kitchen and bathroom

e Clear guest instructions and check-in process

e A spot outside where you can sit. Or maybe a
place just for yourself

e Atidy, welcoming cabin aesthetic

Freedom Cabins features that

help 5%@@6—56@% 5@60(//95: Rl
e Compact, efficient layouts
Quality finishes $

Decking and outdoor integration
Accessible design for diverse guests

Full Airbnb setup tips in Guide 7
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e Rental income must be declared to Inland
Revenue

e GST may apply if turnover exceeds the threshold

e Short-stay rentals may require council
notification

e Always consult an accountant for personal

advice
A learning resource, not a substitute for lawyer

j guidance.
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Getting
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Maybe your cabin could bring
in some income. Talk it
through before jumping in.

The Freedom Cabins Team Can Help You

* Not every space fits what you plan to earn. Pick
one that matches how you want to rent it out

e Maximise layout and amenity options

e Estimate potential income

e Plan delivery and site setup

Got questions? Reach out here:

Rental Enquiry
™ 0277118710
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https://www.freedomcabinsnz.com/contact-rent-enquiry

; What Our

Customers S ay

100% recommend Freedom Cabins for
your cabin rental needs. Drew, Jodie
and the crew were always efficient and
great communicators.

Always met our needs without
hesitation.

— Yalie Burtt

The cabin is very nice spacious and nice
carpet. The guy who delivered my cabin
was very nice and helpful to decide
where to put the cabin. But over all
lovely team to work with took me less
than 24 hours to do the paperwork and
get my cabin delivered.

Best service

— %myn Selomon
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Income
& stimater (Example)

Factor Example Calculation Result
Location Bay of Plenty -- --

Occupancy 60% 30 days x 0.6 18 nights
Nightly Rate $150 18 x $150 $2,700 / month

A single chair fits by the window. Expect less than you hope - it
leaves room for pleasant surprises.

Location

Bay of Plenty

Bay of Plenty

Bay of Plenty




